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DEPARTMENT FOR OC/P FROM COURIER OTTO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ACOM 

SUBJECT: DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED BY U.S. DIPLOMATIC COURIER CLEARING 
OFFICIAL DIPLOMATIC POUCHES THROUGH TURKISH CUSTOMS AT 
ANKARA ESENBOGA AIRPORT 

1 . ENCOUNTERED A 40 MINUTE DELAY MONDAY EVENING AT ESENBOGA AIR- 
PORT IN ANKARA DURING CLEARING OF 1 120 LBS OF DIPLOMATIC MAIL WHICH 
ARRIVED WITH THIS COURIER ON LUFTHANSA FLIGHT 160 FROM 
FRANKFURT. 

2. AFTER 5 LARGE BULKY "WTAV" DIPLOMATIC POCHES CLEARED THE 
TURKISH CUSTOMS AREA WITHOUT A PROBLEM AND WERE BEING LOADED IN 
THE EMBASSY TRUCK, I WAS INFORMED BY A TURKISH CUSTOMS OFFICIAL 
THAT NONE OF THESE POUCHES COULD LEAVE THE AIRPORT. THAT THESE 
DIPLOMATIC POUCHES MUST REMAIN AT THE ESENBOGA AIRPORT IN TRANS- 
IT. 

3. ALL DIPLOMATIC POUCHES WERE RETURNED TO THE CUSTOMS AREA. 

THEN A PANTOMINE OF DISAPPROVAL OF THESE DIPLOMATIC POUCHES BEGAN. 
ABOUT 7 "OFFICIAL TYPES” PUSHED AND PULLED THE DIPLOMATIC BAGS. 
SEVERAL OFFICIALS KICKED THE "WTAV" DIPLOMATIC BAGS SOUNDLY RE- 
CEIVING A DUDDISH SOUND. SEVERAL "X" POUCHES WERE "BOXER PUNCHED" 
AND LIFTED FOR WEIGHT. 

4. EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE MET AND ASSISTED COURIER AND WAS 
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DEPARTURE WHO CONTACTED PROPER CUSTOMS OFFICER AND THE DIPLOMATIC 
POUCHES WERE CLEARED. END OF OTTO MESSAGE. 

FOR OC AND DEPARTMENT. EMBASSY BROUGHT THIS INCIDENT TO THE ATTEN- 
TION OF FOREIGN MIN OFFICIAL WITH REQUEST THAT AIRPORT CUSTOMS 
PERSONNEL BE INSTRUCTED TO FACILITATE OLEARANCE PROCEDURES ON FUTURE 
COURIER TRIPS TO ANKARA. 

MACOMB ER 
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